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Fall 2019 Update 

This year at HBA, our endeavor as teachers and adminis-

trators is to challenge the students to “Stop and Think” 

before they make a decision.  During our first chapel 

services of the semester, I encouraged the students to 

consider the outcome of several decisions made by King 

Saul and King David  in the Old Testament. I challenged 

the students to consider the impact their decisions have 

on themselves, their family and friends, and others they 

have yet to meet or may never meet. Together we 

stopped and considered some of the daily decisions stu-

dents make and their impact on others, such as:  

 How to use free-time  

 Where to place focus during instruction time  

 Who to become close friends with  

 What priority to place on completing and submitting 

assignments  

 What time to go to bed, and many, many more  

 

Looking back over our first 7 weeks of school, I am 

thankful to see many students endeavoring to make 

good daily decisions.  Assignments are being turned in 

on time, constructive relationships are being established 

and strengthened, and students are positively participat-

ing in their lessons.  My prayer is that God would contin-

ue to remind them to “Stop and Think” about the deci-

sions they make through out the remainder of the 

year.     

 

As you look over the remainder of this issue of 

the Spotlight, please pay special attention to the details 

about upcoming events and activities.  The intent of 

each Spotlight issue is to highlight and inform about 

things in such a way that additional letters, memos, fli-

ers, etc. aren’t necessary; in essence, it should cut down 

on information being sent home.  Your attention to each 

issue will help ensure we remain on the same page 

about the happenings of HBA.  Thanks for reading!   

          - Mr. Moriarty 

Mark Your Calendar 

 10/4/2019 K-6th Field Trip (the Gathering Place) 

 10/11/2019 7th-12th Field Trip (OK Aquarium) 

 10/21/2019 Spirit Night at Chick-fil-A (Yukon) 

 10/25/2019 Fall Break Holiday (No school) 

 10/28—11/1/2019 Fall Semester PTMs  

 11/4 – 11/8 Spirit Week / History Fair (3-6th) 

 11/10 Spirit Night at Raising Canes (Reno/
MacArthur) 

 

 

Birthdays! 

Trenton Gaddis 10/28 

Jay Peachey 11/7 

Evelynn Moriarty 9/27 



 

 

We are very excited about the upcoming field trips to the Gathering Place in Tulsa, OK for 

grades K-6th and the Oklahoma Aquarium for grades 7th-12th.  We would like to make you 

Gathering Place 

The Gathering Place looks like it will be a fun field trip. I heard you can canoe there and also kayak. I also heard 
it is Oklahoma’s largest park. The Gathering Place is located in Tulsa, Oklahoma. (Abby Yarnell) 

Please plan to arrive at HBA no later than 7:30 am. We plan to return to HBA by 3:30 pm.  HBA activity dress 

is required and hats are welcome. Electronics, games, and toys should be left at home. You will need to bring a 

sack lunch. Spending money may be sent to purchase snacks, food or souvenirs. Family members are welcome 

to join and may ride in the bus or follow along behind.  

Oklahoma Aquarium 

On this field trip we will be able to learn about the amazing invertebrates that live in the Oklahoma Aquarium. We will get 
to see many freshwater natives, like an alligator snapping turtle (who’s older than Oklahoma), prehistoric paddlefish, and 

American alligators, just to name a few. We will also get to see all the different habitats ranging from rocky coasts to 
marshes and deep-sea caves. We will also get to go behind the scenes and see everything workers  must do to keep all the 
different animals and fish alive. I can’t wait to see the oldest bull shark in Oklahoma. This will be a great learning experi-

ence.   

Attendance is limited to only students due to OK Aquarium requirements. Please arrive at HBA no later than 

7:30 am. We plan to return to HBA by 3:30 pm.  HBA activity dress is required and hats are welcome.  Electron-

ics, games and toys should be left at home.  You will need to bring a sack lunch.  Spending money may be sent to 

purchase snacks, food or souvenirs. 

HBA Field Trip Memory…      

My Favorite part of the Chickasaw Cultural Center field trip was feeding the turtles. ~ Zeke Yarnell  

G
at

h
er

in
g 

P
la

ce
 

O
klah

o
m

a A
q

u
ariu

m
 



 

 

This year’s Spirit Week theme is based on select U.S. holidays. 
Monday (Presidents) - dress like your favorite U.S. President  
Tuesday (Independence) - dress in a way that represents a freedom you appreciate  
Wednesday (Columbus) -  dress like the new world explorer, or one of the people he 

met on his journeys 
Thursday (Thanksgiving) - dress like something/someone you are thankful for  
Friday (Christmas) - dress in your favorite Christmas-themed attire for everyone to 

enjoy  

Spirit Week November 4-8 

Spirit Night #1—Chick-Fil-A 

This year we will begin branching out with our 

restaurant fundraisers.  Our first opportunity 

comes on Monday, October 21 at the Chick-Fil-A in Yukon 

(1724 Garth Brooks Blvd. Yukon, OK 73099).  As a change 

from the past, we will not use student volunteers to operate 

this activity.  Instead, supporters will be required to create their 

order using the Chick-fil-A mobile app for either dine-in or carry

-out.  No reference to HBA is needed with this fundraiser, simp-

ly place the order between 6-8 am or 3:30-10 pm and en-

joy!  15% of each mobile order (even those made by non-spirit 

night participants) will be gifted to HBA.     

Spirit Night #2—Raising Cane’s 

 As a second opportunity to support 

HBA's fundraising effort, families and friends are 

encouraged to stop by Raising Canes on MacAr-

thur and Reno on Sunday, November 10 between 11 am and 10 

pm.  15% of each order referencing HBA or Spirit Night will be gift-

ed to HBA.  What an opportunity to support our school by simply 

purchasing lunch and or supper at America's favorite chicken finger 

restaurant! 
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s Monday (presidents) – wear a tall hat and church clothes.  

Tuesday (Independence) – Wear nice comfy clothes and get a bag 
of papers and act like a news paper boy.  

Wednesday (Columbus) – wear a white dress shirt with a navy suit 
and navy pants. Get long white socks and put them on. Pull the 
socks and pull them over the navy pants. Wear a navy or black big 
hat and black dress shoes.  

Thursday (Thanksgiving) — dress like your favorite character in 
your favorite book 

Friday (Christmas) — wrap a garland around you and put Christ-
mas ornaments on the garland and put a present bow on your 
head.  

Garrett Williams 



 

 

@HeartlandBaptistAcademy 

Check out our Facebook page for weekly updates, photos, and 
event information.   

You may like and share our page with family and friends to keep 
them up to date with what’s happening at your child’s school. 

In just a few weeks our teachers will be conducting the 
fall semester Parent/Teacher meetings with each of their 
families. The goal of this meeting is to allow teachers to 
communicate the progress they see each student mak-
ing, as well as to express any concerns they have since 

the last meeting.  Additionally, this meeting allows a 
great opportunity for parents to voice concerns or questions they might 
have to both the teacher and/or Bro. Moriarty.  Teachers do their best to 

ensure meetings are offered at a time that is convenient to at least one par-
ent in each family either before or after school.  Meetings generally con-

clude in under 10 minutes.  Please do your best to prioritize these bi-
annual meetings as they benefit you, your student(s), and our teachers.  

 Thank you! 

Parent/Teacher Meetings 

BOX TOP$ for EDUCATION 
Box Tops for Education is now offering a new method by which to gain points. Ra-

ther than clipping and collecting box tops, you can scan your grocery receipt, using their app. 
They will no longer produce paper box tops, so the app will be the only means by which we 
can collect the points. The app will automatically identify and calculate all points available and 
add it to the School’s account. It is our hope that this will be 
easier for you to collect Box Tops for HBA. We would also like 
to express our gratitude to all who have participated in collect-
ing the Box Tops as it has been a great blessing to the school.  

Class Goals 

1st and 2nd = 1,000; 3rd and 4th = 500 



 

 

 Reading Program  

Book It! is a reading program sponsored by Pizza Hut.  Some of our Elementary 

teachers have signed their classes up for this program and set monthly goals.  If 

each student meets their goal, they will receive a certificate worth 1 personal 

sized pizza at a participating Pizza Hut restaurant. 

This year HBA is partnering with the apparel company, Fancloth, to provide our students and 
families with a variety of HBA branded clothing and accessories.  Fancloth has made many 

GREAT options available to us from name-brand companies.  There are many options of Class 
Dress, Activity Dress, and outerwear available for you to consider purchasing.  Additionally, HBA 
may receive a little cash bonus if a certain level of sales is reached.  We hope you will take ad-
vantage of this opportunity to support the school by making a purchase and/or advertising the 

online sale to family and friends.    
 

To view our inventory, or make a purchase, go to  
https://fancloth.shop/VPVZJ 

The 5th and 6th grade class 
presented mammal posters 

they made in class.  

Good work everyone! 

 

Roses are red, 

Violets are Blue. 

I like school  

And so should you. 

I dig, we dig, 

She dig, he dig, 

It digs, They dig 

(It’s not a very good poem, 

but it is very deep.) 

Do your school to your very best. 

God will help you do the rest. 

You will find He’ll help you through 

If you do all you can do. 

https://fancloth.shop/VPVZJ


 

 

 

 

 

At first I wanted to join because Haley was join-

ing. Now that I think about it, I have been a writ-

er for a couple of years. But I never really show 

my stories to anyone. I mean, I did write a five-

page story last year, but I only shared it with my 

class. So this year has started smoothly, but I re-

ally think this is going to be the best school year 

yet. Not just because new friends are here, but 

because the Lord is with us always. From 2013 to 

2019, God has been with us.  

Abby Yarnell (5th) 

I really enjoyed being a part of the Journalism Team 

last year. So I felt like doing it again this year. I feel 

like it makes me more responsible. It gives me a great 

feeling to know that I can help people in their under-

standing of our school. I am glad that I get to help in 

the Journalism Team.  

Logan Yarnell  (9th) 

I enjoyed the J-Team last year. I wanted to come back 

this year to get more involved in the school. I also 

wanted to get to do some photography. I also enjoyed 

the pizza party at the end of the year. JT Norris (9th) I joined the J-Team because I have always loved 

writing and taking pictures. It has been a great 

year, I think that this is going to be the best year 

of my life. I love to sing more than anything. I 

want to thank God for giving me this opportunity.  

Haley Norris (6th) 

I joined the J-Team so that I would learn to be more 

responsible because throughout life you will become 

more and more responsible.  

Garrett Williams (4th) 

I joined the J-Team by request of our leaders to as-

sist with some of the editing, etc.  I’m ready for what 

this year holds and I desire to be a blessing in what 

ever areas I can be!  

Mattie Louden (11th) 

I joined the J-Team because I enjoy being a part 

of this and getting behind scenes while trying to 

better our school and  show others our school’s 

goals and tasks. I love writing articles, taking pic-

tures and just simply getting to spend quality time 

with the teachers and helpers of our school. I am 

an energetic person who loves to just sit down and 

talk with the people I know. I am so happy to be a 

part in this so that you can see a little more of 

this great school.  

Brayden Norris (10th) 

Hi, I’m Zeke. So, I join because I’m a creative writer, 

and creative mind. I think it will be a great opportunity 

to except my creative mind.  

Zeke Yarnell  (3rd) 

I joined the J-Team because I enjoyed it last year. 

Clayton Williams (5th) 

 



 

 

 

The Music Teachers 
Autumn Knutson 

(7th-10th music teacher) 

She was born in Sioux Falls, South 

Dakota. Her favorite food is pepperoni 

pizza. She is 23 years old. Her favorite 

Bible verse is 2 Corinthians 10:5. She 

was saved on July 27, 2015. She heard preaching about 

salvation and got saved. She likes teaching music. She 

named all the HBA students in her class – Kameron, 

JT, Mason Joanie, Natalie, Trevor, Josue, Saul, Logan, 

Brayden, Jay, Ethan, and Levi. 

Interviewed by Clayton Williams  

Riley Rossiter 

(3rd-6th class assistant) 

She was born in Florida. Her 

favorite food is steak and 

mashed potatoes. She is 21 

years old. Her favorite Bible 

passage is Psalms 63. Though she made a profes-

sion of faith when she was seven, she was saved 

when she was sixteen. Does she like teaching mu-

sic? She does. Her favorite restaurant is Chilis. 

Her favorite color is Orange. She does not like 

shopping, but she does like swimming. She likes 

HBA. Her favorite shoe brand is Sperry. Her fa-

vorite flowers are carnations and roses. She can 

list all of the names of the HBA students in her 

class - Addy, Haley Gracie, Abby, Trenton, Clay-

ton Jeremiah, Jer, Lucas, Garrett, Everett and 

Micah. 

Interviewed by Haley Norris 

 

Talia McCoy 

(7th-10th class assistant) 

She was born in Terre Haute, 

Indiana. Her favorite food is 

pizza. She is 22 years old. Her 

favorite Bible verse is 2 Co-

rinthians 4:3. What is your salvation testimony? I 

thought I was saved when I was four but I just 

did it because my best friend did. I later got saved 

when I was nine. Do you like teaching music? Yes. 

Can you list all of the names of the HBA students 

in you class? Not yet. Why do you like music? Be-

cause I played the piano when I was young. What 

are you excited about helping in music class? The 

music program at the end of the year. 

Interviewed by Garrett Williams 

Anna Hudson 

(3rd-6th music teacher) 

Where were you born? OKC. What is 

your favorite food? Pizza. How old 

are you? 22. What is your favorite 

Bible verse? John 16:33. What is your salvation testimo-

ny? She got saved when she was 13. She got saved at 

10:00 in her bed. Miss Hudson was out soul winning 

when she started doubting God, and He spoke to her 

and told her to get saved.  Do you like teaching music? 

So much. Can you list all of the names of the HBA stu-

dents? Almost about everyone. She loves working here 

and is excited for the opportunity. Her favorite part of 

the day is seeing the students. Her main job is doing 

whatever Bro. Moriarty tells her to do. Her favorite job 

is working with the J-Team. She is very excited to have 

a music assistant in class (Miss Riley Rossiter). Her fa-

vorite animal is an elephant. Her favorite flavor of ice 

cream is peanut butter cup and her favorite candy is 

Reese’s. Her favorite color is pink. Her favorite place to 

be at the college is the music building. She spends 

about one hour while she is at HBA on the computer.  

Interviewed by Abby Yarnell 



 

 

  

 

We Praise the Lord for 3 students that have recently trusted 

Christ as their Savior.  Enjoy their new testimonies  

I am thanking God for something 

very special to me. It is my new 

house. I am thanking Him for that 

because it has been almost a year 

since we moved out. I’m so happy 

He gave this blessing to us. My mom 

also did a great job surprising us 

with it. - Abby Yarnell 

God Is Good 
I encourage you to keep 

pushing through the 

year even when it gets 

hard. Sometimes you 

won’t understand 

something. Try your 

hardest.  

Clayton Williams  

How have you been applying God’s Word to your life?  

“To do your best.” - Micah Norris 

(Interviewed by Clayton Williams) Doers of the Word 
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“I am so excited that I got saved. I got 

saved two Sundays ago and Bro. Zach 

Hudson was the preacher. I was led to 

the Lord by my Dad on the bench out-

side my home. I love what Jesus did for 

me.”  (Interview by Brayden Norris) 

Bentley was saved because “He 

(God) was knocking on my heart.” He 

was saved on September 11. “I 

prayed by myself and aloud for my 

dad to hear. I am getting baptized on 

the 29th.” (Interviewed by Logan Yar-

nell) 

Sophia was saved 

September 20 at her 

home. Her mom and 

dad led her to the 

Lord. She prayed 

and asked Jesus to 

save her. 
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“It provides a good learning experience on 

our future. I have learned how to work hard, 

and consistency is key. I have also learned 

to do it right the first time so I don’t have to 

do it again later on. If I were to stop and 

think about it, I could learn how to be disci-

plined in the arts of cleaning. “ Josue Melen-

dez   

(Interviewed by J.T. Norris) 

 

Tell us about your first day of  school: 

“Nice, I liked it. I like math pretty good. Break was really fun.” 

 - Addy Moseley  

(Interviewed by Zeke Yarnell) 

 

You make a lot of decisions in a day. Some are no brainers, but the majority you have to make a decision. When 

you are making a decision, stop and think. Would this be profitable or not? Would God be pleased by the deci-

sion that you made? Start making it a routine when you are making a decision to stop and think. Would God be 

pleased or not? Here are some basic steps to remember to stop and think and to make a decision that God is 

pleased with. 

 Ask God to help you to remember to stop and think.  

 Make it a priority to stop and think 

 Also, make it a priority to make the decision to do what God is pleased with be-

cause the whole reason we try to stop and think is to please God with our decisions.  

Garrett Williams 

Stop and Think 

Every day at 3 p.m. the 7th-12th grade 

students are given the opportunity to 

clean the school property. This is a 

chance for students to develop charac-

ter and establish a good work ethic.  It 

is also beneficial to the school as it 

saves time and money.   

Afternoon Cleaning 



 

 

I want to thank Miss Hudson for all she’s done as she is the secretary and the music teacher this 
year. She is such a great impact in my life, she is a good friend and teacher.  

Haley Elizabeth Norris 

The smell of pumpkins. The essence of the crisp air that shows a hint 

of the winter season that is coming. You see the beautiful colors of red, 

yellow, and orange with accents of green and brown. The leaves are fall-

ing around you, glazing the ground in a light layer of beautiful red and 

orange brightness. Cuddling in front of a warm fire with a comfy fall 

sweater and your pumpkin spice latte from Starbucks, and maybe your 

favorite book, you look outside to see the trees swaying in the chilly 

wind. Bonfires and cookouts with friends and family, gathered around, 

telling stories that are long lost through the genera-

tions that ought never to be forgotten. Holidays such as thanksgiving when 

friends and family get together to eat and spend time as a family, whether 

that be watching football or playing an actual game. During the fall season, 

you can especially feel the love from friends and family that will gather 

around anytime that you need them. This season is a lovely one that shows the 

beautiful sights and blessings God has given us. There’s so much we can be 

thankful for if we just look out our window and find it.  ~ Mattie Louden   

 Why did the golfer wear two pairs of pants? – In case he got a hole-in-
one?  

 A teacher asked her students to put “beans” in a sentence. “My father 
grows beans,” said one girl. “My mother cooks beans,” said a boy. A third 

student spoke up, “We are all human beans.” 

 What starts with E and ends with E and has only one letter in it? – an envelope 

 Why can’t you trust an atom? – Because they make up everything.  

 Did you hear about the guy whose whole left side was cut off? He’s all 
right now.  -                                       JT Norris 

A Merry Heart 

Thank You 



 

 

Riddle Me This 

 When does Christmas come before Thanksgiving?  

 If you live in a one-story house made out of red wood, what color are your 

stairs?  

 Rearrange the letters OOUSWTDNEJR to spell just one word. What is it?  

 What is the center of gravity?  

 What runs around the yard without moving?  

 How do you spell COW in thirteen letters? 

 Always in you, sometimes on you; if I surround you, I can kill you. What am 

I?  

 There is an ancient invention still used in some parts of the world today 

that allows people to see through walls. What is it?  

 What 5-letter word typed in all caps can you read upside down?  

 How can you leave a room with 2 legs and come back with 6 legs?  

 My life can be measured in hours, I serve by being devoured. Thin, I am 

quick, Fat, I am slow. Wind is my foe. What am I? 

 Railroad crossing, look out for cars. Can you spell that without any “R’s”? 

Riddles by Logan Yarnell 


