
 Josue Melendez—November 24 

 Graciela Paez—November 26 

 Kenzie Cagle—December 24 

 Saul Cruz—January 23 

 Sofia Merlo—January 24 

 Jeremiah Heckle—January 25 

Letter from Principal   
What an exciting fall semester we are having at 

HBA!  Several activities have stood out since the 

release of the last issue of the Spotlight.  Our class 

field trips back in October were a fun time for those 

in attendance.  We are grateful for the perfect 

weather God gave for each trip, the groups of par-

ents that joined us, and the fun we were able to 

have.  It is hard to beat all the fun we had at the 

Gathering Place playing on their endless play-

grounds.  Who could forget the experiences our be-

hind-the-scenes tour afforded us at the Aquarium, 

none more memorable than standing just a few feet 

above the bull shark exhibit!  

In addition to these trips, I am personally thankful 

for a trip I took to Louisiana to attend a recent Ed-

ucator's Summit.  While there, God encouraged me 

about the work He is doing here at our school. 

Christian education can make such an impact on a 

young person's life, and I was encouraged to not 

waste a single moment of time we are afforded to 

serve each student.  I look  forward to implementing 

some of what I learned as we continue navigating 

through this year.    

As we embark on the holiday season, I, on behalf of 

our teachers, would like to wish each of our stu-

dents and their families the warmest of wishes and 

blessings.  We are thankful as a ministry to have a 

small part in your family and we will be praying for 

you and your travels over the days we are 

apart.  God bless each of you.      - Mr. Moriarty

 11/27-12/2 Thanksgiving Break  

 12/13 Final day of semester  
    (8:15-Noon)  

 1/2 Spring semester begins  

 1/14-16 Church Planting Conference 

Happy Birthday! 

Spotlight 

Calendar of Events 



Addy’s favorite thing at the Gathering Place was the big playground. 

She had so much fun on the zip line. She was in the gold group. For 

lunch she had a sandwich, an apple, some cookies, and some goldfish. 

Addy really enjoyed that field trip and she can’t wait for future field 

trips, but it is too bad she’s going to have to wait.  

-Addy Moseley (interviewed by Abby Yarnell) 

At the beginning, I kind of dreaded going on this field trip because the smell of fish is 

not my favorite thing in the world, but after we got there, it was so much fun! I think my fa-

vorite part was hanging out outside of the classroom. On the way there, me, Kenzie, and Joan-

ie were asleep for most of it, but everybody else had a blast! Games were played and memo-

ries made. When we got there, we learned about white sand and lazy sharks, and we came out 

smelling like fish guts (which made me gag quite a bit, hahaha). After our tour, we split up in-

to groups, which I think was my favorite part of the day. Our group had so much fun!  Laughs 

were had, selfies taken, and memories made. Throughout the morning, we got to spend some 

time with Mrs. Bontrager, which was so much fun. I’m so glad she got to come on the “big kid 

fieldtrip”.  After lunch, we had some great fun in the gift shop (Trevor looks great as a tur-

tle, hahaha), with picture evidence to prove it! We went to a gas station after we left the aquar-

ium and got some Dr. Pepper, which makes me happy any day of the week. On our way home, 

we enjoyed some great food and had so many laughs. Ethan is quite entertaining, and, even 

when you’re dead tired, he can still make you laugh. As you can see, a common thread from 

this field trip were the great memories. We went with the excitement of getting to see the 

sharks, but we came back with so much more: new inside jokes and fantastic memories!               

 - Mattie Louden 

Field Trip Highlights 

On our way to the aquarium, nobody was sleeping, except 

for the 11th graders and Joanie. Along the drive, everyone 

started playing Apples to Apples, which turned out to be a 

great time. At the aquarium, we had a behind-the-scenes 

tour, which took us above the big shark tank. We all wanted 

to push someone in...just kidding! At the aquarium petting 

zoo, we all touched baby sharks and stingrays - they were so 

squishy (rays) and rough (sharks). The aquarium had the 

liveliest turtle, who loved our attention. This field trip was 

one of my favorites and I recommend that if you haven’t been there, go.                     

 -Trevor Gaddis (Interviewed by Mattie Louden) 

Oklahoma Aquarium 7th—11th grades 

Gathering Place (Tulsa, OK) K—6th grades 



              Fundraising Update  
Spirit Night 1 We want to say thank you to all that participated 
and/or advertised our Spirit Night at Chick-fil-A last month.  We are 
glad to inform you that we earned $175 from this fun activity. 

 
Spirit Night 2 We also want to thank those of you that 
participated and/or advertised our Spirit Night at Raising 
Canes.  We are glad to inform you that we earned $120 
from this fun outing. 
 
Most of all, we are thankful for the volunteer spirit of our 

students.  Many in attendance shared their desire to get involved in various roles 
of service as in the past, for which we are extremely thankful and proud. 

Spirit Week Review  
Research by JT Norris                                                           

Spirit Week has come and gone, but the memories made will last a life time. 
 Christmas seemed to be a favorite with Abdiel’s Snoopy outfit standing out above the rest.  
       Brayden appreciated Ethan Kitchen’s Christmas outfit (a Christmas onesie).  
       The third graders both loved their Christmas outfits—Zeke as a present and Addy a deer.  
 Thanksgiving came in second place on the favorite list with Lucas, Garrett, and Natalie all 

choosing this day.  
 Jay chose President’s Day as his favorite, while Levi said that Independence Day was his.  
 Alex Meierdierks liked dressing up like a boat.  
 Bro. Meierdierks loved that Alex (his son) wanted to dress like his dad on Thanksgiving.  
 Bro. Moriarty appreciated Logan’s creativity displayed through Zeke—building a house outfit 

from a box.  

 Mrs. Dison enjoyed listening to the speeches of the students as they presented their cos-
tumes.  

 Of Course, we cannot forget to mention Mrs. Moriarty’s coffee cup outfit! 

 
Thank you to everyone who participated in our Spirit week activities. Each partici-
pant was very creative and displayed excellent school spirit. We are so blessed to 
have a school that can have so much fun together. We are all looking forward to 
next year! 

M
o

n
d

ay
—

P
re

si
d

en
t’

s 
D

ay
 

Tu
es

d
ay

—
In

d
ep

en
d

en
ce

 D
ay

 

W
ed

n
es

d
ay

—
 

C
h

ri
st

o
p

h
er

 C
o

lu
m

b
u

s 
D

ay
 

Th
u

rs
d

ay
—

Th
an

ks
gi

vi
n

g 

Fr
id

ay
—

C
h

ri
st

m
as

 



Students, grades 3rd—6th, were given  
several weeks to select a topic discussed in  
History class to present in the History Fair 
held during Spirit Week. They prepared an 
oral and visual presentation  which they pre-

sented to the class. Students were also encouraged to 
dress up for their presentation. Everyone did an excellent 
job! The rest of the school enjoyed admiring the projects 
displayed in the office for the remainder of the week. They 
made history come alive! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interviews by Zeke Yarnell 

Addy Moseley:  

I liked it. A lot of  

people dressed up  

funny. 

Abby Yarnell:  

I liked it. It was fun.  

Mrs. Dison  was very  

encouraging 

History Fair Review 

 The Cop and the Anthem: Book Review        
By Kenzie Cagle 

We should always feel content with where we are at. There should always be a peace inside of us that 

makes us feel loved. Our friends love us and so do our families! We should not take that for granted be-

cause there are many people in the world that do not feel loved and do not have people around them who 

care for and love them like they should. I read a story from my American Literature book called The Cop 

and the Anthem. It focuses on a homeless man named Soapy who does not have a life, a home, or job. 

While his fellow New York friends are preparing for their annual winter vacations in Palm Beach, Soapy 

decides he should go on vacation too. He comes across an island called the Vesuvian Bay. A place that pro-

vides board and bed, food and safety from bluecoats (policeman). He could spend three whole months on 

this island for free, if he met their “requirements”. How luxurious! The only catch was, in order to get 

there, he had to get arrested! That’s right folks, this was no ordinary island. Without hesitation he already 

had a plan of how he could get arrested and make his escape to a better place. He just needs to get into an 

expensive restaurant, eat an entire meal and then announce his bankruptcy to his waiter! Then he would 

surely be quietly and calmly arrested because of the inability to pay for his meal. Well, upon his arrival to 

the restaurant he was immediately thrown to the streets never able to make his great escape again! Until 

he had another plan. Plans A-C pretty much went the same way. And after trying repeatedly to get arrest-

ed Soapy finally realized something. He could pull himself out of the gutter and put himself back on his 

feet. He could overcome the depression that was over him. A sudden mood of happiness now filled him and 

lifted his spirit. He doesn’t need an island to fulfill his earthly wants. All he needs is a different attitude. 

“He would be somebody in the world. He would--” Soapy felt a hand laid on his arm. He looked quickly 

around into the broad face of a policeman. “What are you doin’ here?” asked the officer. “Nothin’,” said 

Soapy. “Then come along,” said the policeman. “Three months on the island,” said the Magistrate in the 

Police Court the next morning. Poor Soapy, he was finally recognizing his ability to pick himself back up 

right when he gets into trouble for absolutely nothing! There is no real moral of the story that can help us 

in our day to day lives. Just try hard and do your best in life. If you get stuck depend on God to help you. 

We all have a reason to live and that is to serve God. Serve him with a passion and your life will go right.    

I have enjoyed doing the Book It  

reading program. I read two books 

called Undefeated and Hudson Taylor. 

Our goal right now is two books, but it 

will move up to three or four.  

The Book It program has made me want 

to read more. One thing I learned was 

not to wait till the last day,  

because I finished my last book on the 

last day! I barely got my pizza.  

-Clayton Williams 

Book It Review 



Jt—I enjoy that on every Christmas morning we wake up and we each get our own small pie. 
Logan—I enjoy stuffing myself with Thanksgiving dinner. 
Josue—I really enjoy waking up to food.  
Mason—For Christmas dinner everyone brings food and desserts. 
Trevor: Roll-giving Pumpkin rolls (pumpkin bread and cream cheese rolled together) and going to Red 
Lobster. 
Brayden—I like Christmas brownies, “yum!” 
Joanie—I enjoy cooking with  my grandma. 
Saul—I enjoy Christmas because my grandma and my mom make a lot of Mexican food. 
Levi—eating  pozole and benuelos. 
Kameron—I like Christmas because all my family comes together and we open presents to-
gether. 
Natalie—I like sleeping in and seeing family. 
Ethan—My uncle will hide my Christmas presents in the woods, and I get chicken pot pie!!! 
Jay—Getting pajamas before Christmas and a movie. 
Mattie—football and hallmark. 
Kenzie—We play Secret Santa with all of my family.  
Steven (Bub) - We read our bible before opening our presents on Christmas Day. 
Cole—Ditto Bub’s (Steven’s). 
Gabriela—for the 4th of July we sit on the back of my dad’s truck to watch fireworks. 
David—Every Christmas we invite family over for eating and gift exchanges. 
Matthew—Opening presents at Christmas. 
Abdiel—On the  4th of July, we go to my aunt’s house to do fireworks. 
Bentley—We invite 20+ people for a Christmas party, along with grandma. 
Ryder—We open 1 gift on Christmas Eve. 
Sophia F.—On thanksgiving, we go to our grandma’s house for turkey. She makes cranberry sauce. 
Brooklynn—At Thanksgiving, we eat turkey and invite Granny over. 
Abby—Watching our New Years movie. 
Jer.—Christmas break. 
Mrs. Moriarty—Thanksgiving day parade. 
Miss Hudson—I love eating leftovers the evening after the big meal while we play games at the table.  

 “Snowball”  
by Shel Silverstein 

(Submitted by Brayden Norris) 

I made myself a snowball 

As perfect as could be,  

I thought I’d keep it as a pet, 

And let it sleep with me.  

I made it some pajamas,  

And a pillow for its head 

Then last night it ran away, 

But first—it wet the bed. 

“If Turkeys Thought”  
by Jack Prelutsky 

(Submitted by Brayden Norris) 

If turkeys thought,  

they’d run away 

A week before  

Thanksgiving Day. 

But turkeys can’t  

anticipate 

And so there’s turkey  

on my plate. 

What Is Your Favorite Holiday Tradition? 
Research by Logan Yarnell 



Eye and Hair Color 

 Brown eyes—13 

 Blue eyes—7 

 Green eyes—4 

 Brown Hair—18 

 Black hair—3 

 Blond—1 

 Red—1 

 9 out of 23 wear glasses. 

Favorite Weather 

 Warm—13 

 Cold—8 

 Stormy—7 

 Snowy—12 

 Fall—2 

 Spring—1 

 Summer—1 

 73 degrees with a light 
breeze—1 

 90 degrees, 15% humidity, 
and the wind blowing  at 15 
mph—1 

Favorite Color  

 Black—2  

 Teal—3 

 Blue—12 

 Gray –4 

 Orange—1 

 Green 5 

 Red—4 

 Yellow 2 

 Purple –6 

 Crimson—1 

 Pink—2 

Sophia’s favorite thing to do at 

home is play with her family. 

She is really good at climbing the monkey 

bars. She enjoys playing on them everyday. 

She is sweet, she told me that she likes  

helping people learn to climb them too. At 

home she likes to play with her brothers.  

With Lucas she likes to pretend 

he is her doggy, and with  

Thomas she likes to tickle him. With her whole 

family she likes to play monopoly. She has not 

won yet, but she will get there.   

-Sophia Fridenstine  

(Interviewed by Abby Yarnell) 

Today (November 14), while learning about Mexico, we saw some pictures of the 

market place and the chocolate they make there. While looking at the picture of 

chocolate one of my students (Evelynn) was convinced that it looked like the dark 

meat of the chicken. Now she thinks Mexican chocolate has chicken in it.  

-Mrs. Bontrager (Interviewed by Haley Norris) 

Just For Fun 

You Had To Be There 

Pole Time, Pole Time, Po-ole Time 
Random students and staff at HBA were poled on the following topics.  

By Garrett Williams By JT Norris By Logan Yarnell 



In math, I am learning about fractions. I am also 

learning about proper and improper fractions and 

how to reduce. In language, we are learning about 

the eight parts of speech such as verbs, nouns, ad-

jectives, adverbs, pronouns, prepositions, conjunc-

tions, and interjections. In science, I am learning 

about the five vertebrates: fish, amphibians, rep-

tiles, mammals, and birds.  A good way to remem-

ber it is F.A.R.M.B. In history, we are learning 

about the Corps of Discovery, or better known 

as the Lewis and Clark Expedition where Saca-

jawea led the Corps of Discovery to the Pacific 

Ocean and back to the east.  Last, but definitely 

not least, is the Bible.   

In Bible, I am learning 

how God performed 

miracles through the 

prophet Elisha.   

-Garrett Williams 

Homework, I love you  

by Kenn Nesbitt 

(Submitted by Brayden Norris) 
 

Homework, I love you. I think that you’re great.  

It’s wonderful fun when you keep me up late.  

I think you’re the best when I’m totally stressed,  

Preparing and cramming all night for a test.  

 

Homework, I love you. What more can I say? 

I love to do hundreds of problems each day.  

You boggle my mind and you make me go blind,  

But I’m still ecstatic that you were assigned. 

 

Homework, I love you. You thrill me inside. 

I’m filled with emotions; I’m fit to be tied.  

I cannot complain when you frazzle my brain. 

Of course that’s because I’m complexly insane. 

What gets white the dirtier it gets? 

A chalk board 

Lessons Learned 

Mom: What did you do at school today? 

Brayden: A guessing game. 

Mom: But I thought you had a math test. 

Brayden: Exactly! 
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Praise Him, Praise Him 
Miss Hudson     

I have made a lot of new friends at HBA, specifically all of the students. On 

my bus, I am friends with the workers and with a bus girl named Lidya, who 

calls me her best friend. I made another friend named Anna, like me. This is a 

blessing to me because at the first part of college I prayed and asked God to 

let me have a lot of friends, and He did.  

My favorite Bible passage about praise is 2 Corinthians 4:15.                  

 (Interviewed by Haley Norris) 

Ethan Kitchen—That I am not homeless!!! 

Jay—I am most thankful for my parents, because without them I wouldn't be here. 

Kenzie—I am thankful for the trials we face because if we depend on God through it He 

can make us better people.  

Kameron—I am thankful for electricity. 

Saul—I am thankful for the New building that God has given to our church!! 

Natalie—I am thankful for the new building that God has blessed us with! 

Levi—I am thankful for the life God has given me. 

Mason—I am thankful for my family. 

Joanie– I am thankful for my family and God’s providence. 

Logan—I am thankful for ramen noodles. 

Alex—I am thankful for food. 

Bro. Meierdierks—I’m thankful for a great family.  

Zeke—I’m thankful for my family.  

Addy—I’m thankful for unicorns. 

Lucas—I am thankful for school. 

Garrett—I’m thankful that I get to decorate my room 

with Christmas decorations this year. 

Mrs. Dison—I’m thankful for a well behaved class. 

Miss Hudson—I’m thankful for warm buildings and clothes on a cold day. 

Bro. Moriarty—I am thankful for this slower season of the semester. 

Why Are You Thankful? 



5 eggs  

1 1/2 cups of oil 

2 cups of sugar 

1 cup of Brown 

sugar (packed) 

1 Table spoon of 
vanilla 

4 cups of flour 

1 Table spoon of 
baking soda 

1 1/2 teaspoons 
of cinnamon 
1/4 teaspoons of 
salt 
2 cups of zucchini  
1 cup of apple 
sauce 
1 1/2 cups of 
nuts 

Zucchini Bread 

- a Louden family Recipe  

Bake at 365 for 45-60 minutes. 

Submitted by Mattie Louden 

Thanksgiving break is almost here—finally, at last! 

Through the halls I hear the happy cheer,  “Hurry, come fast.” 

With great anticipation, we hurry through each day,  

And as quickly as the next one comes, we’re  wishing it away. 

But let’s pause and remember that each day is from the Lord,  

And is filled with many blessings that we should thank Him for. 

Why did the police 

arrest the turkey? - 

They suspected it of 

foul play 

If April showers bring 

May flowers, what  do 

May flowers bring?  

Pilgrims 

Thanksgiving Break is November 27—December 2! 

Enjoy your break and Happy Thanksgiving! 


