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Spotlight 
Finishing the Course 

Last weekend people from all over Oklahoma came to OKC 

to participate or encourage those participating in the annual 

Memorial Marathon.  In the months leading up to this event, 

contestants worked tirelessly at preparing to exert them-

selves to accomplish their goal and support the marathon’s 

cause.  Upon crossing the finish line, each contestant was 

confronted with the fact that all they had worked so hard for 

was now over.  There’s an unmeasurable satisfaction that 

comes with knowing you have given your all and met a goal. 

 

In just one more week we will wrap up the 2018/2019 

school year at HBA.  A lot of hard work has gone into mak-

ing this year a success, but the cause (developing servants 

for Christ’s commission), has made the challenges worth it.  

Throughout the “course” of this year, memories have been 

made, and growth has brought about change in each of our 

lives - praise the Lord! 

 

We would like to thank all of our contestants (students) and 

sponsors/supporters (parents) for the opportunity to work 

together these last 9 months.  We have enjoyed our time 

with you and look forward to seeing you again at next year’s 

marathon.  Have a WONDERFUL summer break! 

- Mr. Moriarty 

Calendar of Events: 
5/8 Student award ceremony—8:30 am 
5/9 Kindergarten graduation—6:30 pm 

5/10 Kindergarten's final day — 12 pm Dismissal 
5/11 High School graduation—6:00 pm 

5/13 Final day of Spring semester  
3:15 pm Dismissal 

5/13 Junior/Senior High trip to Pops—10:30-1:00 
6/1 Book Fees due for '19/20 

7/31 Book Fees deadline for '19/20 
8/5 Back to School Night '19/20 

8/7 First day of '19/20 school year 



“I liked to see how E.W. Marland made use of every part of 

his house. My favorite part was to see the very big pool he 

had. I liked the spot right after you come up the stairs to 

the second floor. I liked that it was a spot by a window 

that you could look out of and see a lot of the city. I  

also like that it would be a nice spot to do homework, or 

read a book, or anything that was quiet or calm.” 

—Garrett Williams 

 

Mason Starleper 

“On April 24th, we seniors were able to visit Turner Falls for Legacy Day. After picking up breakfast and lunch, provid-

ed by Bro. Moriarty, Bro. and Mrs. Meierdierks, we arrived at the park, and immediately began hiking. We hiked inside 

some castle ruins, and then found a good spot to take selfies with the Turner Falls in the background. We then hiked 

down to the lake that the falls flow into. After observing a soft-shelled turtle that was nearby, we followed the river 

that came from the lake. We walked into the thick undergrowth, jumped across the river using rocks (I did at least), 

and found some poison ivy and tadpoles. Then we had to cross a big pool of water. I tried to go around and ended up 

with a hiking boot full of water. Then Bro. Moriarty fell in, and got himself soaking wet. Eventually, we went around the 

water pool and ate lunch. Finally we reached a fence, and could go no further. We made our way back and reached the 

van. As we traveled back to HBA, we played Headbands. Ashley won, followed closely by Tyler, and I came in last.”   

Interview by Mattie Louden 
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 Kindergarten Graduation 
It is hard to believe that in less than a week we will be celebrating  the 

graduation of our Kindergarteners! This is such a fun and exciting time, 

and we are looking forward to helping them transition into this new  

chapter of their school career. 

 

Please join us on Thursday, May 9th, from 6:30-7:30 pm, in the newly  

remodeled Music Building on the campus of  

Heartland Baptist Bible College. 

There will be a small reception following the ceremony for anyone who 

would like to congratulate our six graduates. 

 

Award Ceremony 

Next Wednesday our teachers will recognize the accomplishments of 

this year’s student body.  A little different than in the past, we will 

combine this ceremony with our weekly chapel service at 8:30 on 

Wednesday, May 8. 

 

Parents are welcome to join us to honor their student’s hard work.  

Classroom, academic, and character awards recipients, as well as honor 

roll members will all be recognized.   

High School Graduation 
Many of this edition’s readers can look back to the night in their life when they 

celebrated accomplishing life’s greatest challenge (at that point) - high school 

graduation.  Everything you had ever wanted in life tied into finishing school, 

and on that special night, all of it lay just ahead of you.  At the same time, you 

had no idea of what you were doing or how you should proceed.   

We would like to strongly encourage all of our HBA family to come out and sup-

port the 2019 graduates on their special celebration ceremony.  Your attend-

ance will encourage them during a very exciting and nerve-wracking time in their 

young lives.  You will also be blessed to hear from them about some life-

experiences and their plans for the future.  We hope to see all of you there! 



Dear 6th Graders, 
 Next year you’re going to have fun! I’ve learned many 
things while being in Bro. Meierdierk’s class. I’ve learned 
that hard work  is key to everything. Sometimes things may 
get confusing or even kind of crazy, but overall it’s a great 
experience. Getting to know and being able to work along-
side the older grades is pretty awesome. When things get 
somewhat stressful just look and pray to God to give you 
peace of mind. If you need help, don’t be afraid to ask, 
simply keep your head up and don’t fall asleep in class—
Ashley Gutierrez, Interview by Kenzie Cagle 

Jay Peachey 

“This is a great class, so have fun. Some  

advice would be to turn in your homework. A 

word of encouragement would be to definitely 

turn in your homework.”  

Interview by Logan Yarnell 

Trenton Gaddis 

“Always pay attention to whoever is teaching. Do 

not complain. Try to encourage your classmates. 

Don't kid around when it is not time to. Be a 

helper to those who are younger.”  

Interview by Jer Heckle 

Going into a new class can be intimidating. The idea of a new teacher, no longer 
being the oldest in the room, and changes in scenery can all contribute to being 

uneasy about the transition. So, to help make the process smoother we sought out 
some expert advice for the new groups moving into each classroom. 

7-12th 

5-6th 

3-4th 



Mason Starleper, 

My involvement in the J-Team was 

very weird. Initially I got 

tricked into joining in a sense, 

but the amount of fun I had  

encouraged me to stay. My  

favorite part of the J-Team was 

getting to interview various  

students. Throughout this year I 

learned responsibility and a hard 

work ethic through the J-Team.  

Interview by Joanie Aguilar 

Tyler Gaddis, 

God has been good in many different areas of my life. He placed me in a Godly, 
Christian family and gave me the two coolest brothers ever! He also allowed me to 
have so many awesome friends at school and church. He’s provided and been with 
me every step of the way. I can’t thank Him enough for 
His mercy and grace that He shows to me everyday.  

Interview by Mattie Louden 

“This second semester has been very 

different for the 9th-12th graders, 

from giving two impromptu speeches 

on random topics, to teaching various lessons to our fellow classmates. Overall,  

every high school boy shared wonderful messages and had excellent 

deliveries. Josiah Shannon spoke about trials and how we should trust 

God when we are faced with one. Josue spoke on our testimony, and 

that it is something very sacred and how we should take care of it. Tyler 

encouraged us to keep God in mind when we are faced with big  

decisions. Mason chose the topic of being pleasing God. He encouraged 

us to not just know holy and righteous things, but to follow them. The 

final person to give their sermon was Brayden. He preached on how we 

can be examples to others, saved or not.” By Joanie Aguilar 

Men’s  Sermons 

Recently the High School ladies had the opportunity to 

teach in the younger grades. Here is an observation of one of 

the lessons. 

“I learned to put on the whole armor of  God 

before we go to battle against the devil.” -

Clayton Williams 

Ladies’ Devotions 

Greatest Day of School 

The last day of school, because we get 

out of school. Lucas Merlo 

Interview by Garrett Williams 

 



Joshua Norris, 

My first year was good, I was 

kind of nervous to come to 

school , but I already knew half 

the people here. I was excited to 

meet new people and to make new 

friends. My first year was  

challenging, but it was good.  

Interview by Logan Yarnell 

Dear Mom and Dad, 

Thank you for sending me to HBA. I have 

learned so much throughout one year. I have  

also had fun along the way and made lasting 

friendships and memories with my class-

mates. Thank you for also being great par-

ents out of school. You helped me go to Fiji, 

you have taught me to be a godly man, and 

so much more. I love my parents. You are 

not only family, but friends no one could 

even dream of having. 

Thank you, 

 Brayden Norris 

“The Great Escape was great! We went bowling for at least three 

hours and had pizza, Coke, Mountain Dew, and water. It was one of 

the best memories of HBA I will ever have. It is a great time to get 

away from life and have fun with friends and classmates!”  

- Logan Yarnell 
*7th-10th grade are invited to join to seniors after graduation for a time of fun 

at The Great Escape (May 11, 8:30-10:30 @ Windsor Lanes in OKC) 

“I work on Bus 3, one of the best buses  
ever! I’ve been working on bus for several 
years and have seen the kids grow physically 
and many of them spiritually. Bro. 
Meierdierks is my bus driver and one of the 
church’s most interesting ones. I love work-
ing on bus because I have a relationship 
with the kids and see how their lives are 
and how they grow in the Lord.” - Deborah 
Shannon 

Josue Melendez 

 What do you want to be? “A skydiving doctor 

(does appointments while skydiving)” 

 Why did you choose this? “I want to save the 

world one person at a time, unless I can do it in 

groups.” 

 How will you reach this goal? “Many years of 

schooling, and many skydiving lessons from  

      Pastor Gaddis!” 

 Goals: “Cure cancer, stop world hunger, survive 

the fall, overcoming my fear of heights, perform  

the  first surgery in space.” 

Interview by Mason Starleper 



Pleasing to God 


