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Spotlight 
Fall 2018 Update 

We have successfully reached the mid-way point of the 
semester - praise the Lord!  Students are working hard to 
learn and memorize the new concepts they are being 
taught.  Teachers are experiencing the fruit of their labor. 

Fall at HBA is always one of the most exciting times of 
year.   We have concluded our field trips and enjoyed a 
relaxing Fall Break, and now we are looking ahead with 
anticipation to Spirit Week (11/12-16) and the Holiday 
season! 

Concerning our recent field trips, I would like to share a 
blessing I took from each trip: 

1. (Thomas Jefferson Speech) History matters - where 
students from other schools seemed unsure about an-
swers to Mr. Jefferson’s questions concerning Amer-
ican history, many of ours were the first to raise their 
hand, and they had the correct answer!  

2. (Robbers Cave State Park) Comradery builds unity - 
after completing  a busy day that included a hay ride, 
water sports, and hiking, one senior mentioned their 
desire to join us on next year’s field trips because of 
the fun we have, and how close these activities bring 
us to one another.  I think she nailed it! 

3. (Harn Homestead) Family involvement is a blessing - 
on a chilly, rainy October day we had nearly a dozen 
parents and numerous younger siblings join us on our 
outing.  Their presence added excitement to our 
group and was a reflection of the great support and 
family-first focus our school is built upon. 

 Once again, I  would like to thank each parent for the 
opportunity we have to invest in your children.  If we 
can do anything for you please let me know. 

- Mr. Moriarty 

Calendar of Events: 
 

 11/12-16 Spirit Week 
 

 11/21-26 Thanksgiving break - no 
school 

 
 12/7-13 Finals testing  -  
attendance imperative 

 
 12/14 Final day of semester - half 

day (noon dismissal) 
 

 1/3 Start of spring semester 
 

 1/15-17 National Church Planting 
Conference 

 
 1/23-25 3rd QTR PTM's 



Thanksgiving Feast Day - Cancelled 

HBA always looks forward to special functions that include all of our 
families, and FOOD!  This year however, we have decided to cancel our an-
nual family feast to allow more time in class to keep students on track, 
and reduce the number of days families have to prepare extra meals during 
a very meal heavy holiday.  We regret not hosting this special day but look 
forward to future opportunities when we can all come together for a time 
of food, fun, and fellowship. 

Ambassador Project Update  
A BIG THANK YOU TO EVERYONE who has participated in our Ambassador Project Fundraiser.  
Though fundraising is not our primary purpose as an organization it is extremely vital to the  
ongoing development of our purpose - to teach the next generation of Christ’s servants!  This 
year our goal was set at $10,000 reflecting our desire to surpass last year’s results.  Though it 
appears we will not quite reach the goal, we know the Lord can still supply what we set out to ac-
complish through other means.  Therefore, Bro. Moriarty is seeking out alternative fundraising 
options for future campaigns so if you have any suggestions for him to consider please contact 
him at your convenience.   

Sales update 

Thursday, November 15 is the date your orders will be ready to deliver.  Please plan to spend a 
little extra time that afternoon on campus to pick up the orders you’ll be delivering.  Each of your 
orders will be already prepared by the time you arrive so that you’ll just need to load them up 
and then collect the delivery information sheets we will supply to you.  You may begin delivering 
that evening or over the following weekend.   

@HeartlandBap stAcademy 
Check out our new Facebook page for 
updates, photos, and event  
informa on.  You may like and share 

our page with family 
and friends to keep 
them up to date with 
what’s happening at 
your child’s school. 



Starting this year, all HBA students will 
participate in each day's morning  
activities.  Our desire is to immerse the 
students in godly preaching, introduce 
them to the great need for Bible believing, 
Baptist churches in America, expose 
them to God's working hand through the 
love offerings that are taken daily, and  
allow them to be encouraged and be an  
encouragement to the young people  
attending the conference.  Students will 
begin the day as normal at HBA dressed 
in normal class dress.  Then our teachers 
will transport them to the children's  
conference (K-6) and main service (7-12) 
for the entirety of the morning.  Lunch 
and afternoon schedules will continue as 
normal.  K-6th grade students will get to 
join the other children's conference  
attendees on a trip to the Science  
Museum on Thursday, January 17 during 
the morning.  We hope to see God use this 
special conference to save, call, and direct 
our students this year! 

What they’re saying about last year’s conference? 

“I think the Church Planters Conference is a great experience if you want to see the hand of God at work and how that the  
sacrificial giving of more than just SWBC members can really help to be a great blessing to someone. Last year I remember 
watching the amount of money soar to almost $100,000. It is a great  experience and a chance to really be a blessing. There is 
great preaching and it’s fun to hear about how ministries all over the world are being handled by many servants of God. If you 
get a chance I hope you will go and maybe even be a part in suppor ng God’s work all around the world.” –Brayden Norris 
 
“The Church Planters Conference is always a lot of fun! Probably one of the greatest years I’ve seen was last year. Brother  
Andrew Logue, church planters in Virginia, needed money for some expenses. He ended up ge ng more than he needed with 
round $10,000. It was a blessing to see how the Lord blessed. It’s an encouraging conference to be at and I encourage you to 
come!” - Ma e Louden 



Miss Anna Hudson 
Miss Hudson was born in Ok-
lahoma City and was saved 
at age 13. She 
likes  
shopping, piano, 
missionary 
books, and  
playing  
volleyball. Her fa-
vorite subjects are math and 
reading. Her favorite season 
is spring. 

Mr. Chase Modrell 
Mr. Modrell is from SC but was 
born in Kansas. He is a senior at 

HBBC and traveled 
on Witness for two 

years. He plays more 
than 20 instruments, 

but his favorite is the 
French Horn. He is a 

manager at  
Chick-fil-A. His  

favorite color is midnight ocean 
blue.  

 
Interview by : JT Norris and Josiah Shannon 

Our Music Interns 

Sofia Merlo 

 What would you like to be when you grow up? 
“I want to be a doctor.” 

 

 What do you think it will take to reach this 
goal? 

“It will take many classes.” 
 

 What are some steps you will take in getting 
there? 

“I will need to earn a bachelor’s degree, take the 
Medical College Admissions Test (MCAT), earn a 

medical degree, complete a residency program,  
obtain licensure, get certified to advance  

career.” 
Interview by Clayton Williams 

Mattie Louden 

 What would you like to be 
when you grow up? 

      “I want to be a nurse and a 
mom.” 

 
 What do you think it will take to reach 

this goal? 
“It will take hard work and lots of  

studying.” 
 

 What are some steps you will take in get-
ting there? 

        “Graduating High School, college with           
 honors, and getting a good job and 

waiting for God’s will.” 
Interview by Brayden Norris 

 



Spirit Week!!! 
Purpose: to provide an opportunity for students to have fun 
dressing up and participating in various extra-curricular ac-
tivities. 

Monday: Hobby Day - dress in a manner that  
reflects/suits your favorite hobby (hunting/fishing/sports/
reading/painting/etc.) 
Tuesday: Holi-day  - dress like it’s your favorite  
holiday 
Wednesday: Shark Tank Day - students team up to devel-
op an idea for an invention that will improve life on earth.  On this 
day they will dress in a manner that reflects/suits an invention 
they've created and come with a poster/model/advertisement of 
it.  Our senior class will vote on the best idea/presentation. 
Thursday: Hilarious Day - dress in your choice of  
comfortable clothing (within handbook guidelines) and be pre-
pared to share your favorite joke.  Our senior class will vote on 
their favorite joke. 
Friday: International Day - dress like you're from a foreign coun-
try and bring a treat representing something they'd eat for all to 
enjoy at a student potluck lunch. 

Here are some ideas… 

Monday—Wear football gear, hunting camo, casual clothes with an X-Box controller, or P.E. 
clothes. 

Tuesday—Independence Day (dress as a firework), Grandparent’s Day (dress like a grandparent), 
Christmas (dress like a tree, or a gift), Armed Forces Day (dress as a military members) 

Wednesday—Double Decker Couch, Microwavable aluminum foil, helicopter with an ejector seat 

Thursday—Why did the chicken cross the road? (dress like a chicken). There once was a firefly 
that went through an electric fan; he was delighted (dress like a firefly). What do you do with a 

blue whale? You try to cheer him up (dress like a blue whale). 

Friday—Mexican (tamales), United Kingdom (Fish and Chips), Japan (Sushi) 

-Mason Starleper 

November 12-16th 



Field Trip Follow-ups 

 

 

  Mason Starleper “The petting zoo was my  
favorite part. I learned that Jessy James might 
have visited Robbers Cave. I enjoyed hiking.”  

Field Trips are a highlight of the year for the students at HBA. The J-Team has jumped on the  
opportunity to interview some of the students and record some of the memories that were made. 

-Jeremiah Heckle and Garrett Williams -Mattie Louden  

Brayden Norris “We explored caves, threw pine-
cones at each other, and went canoeing. I loved 
it! My favorite parts were canoeing with Trevor, 
and hearing the history behind the caves. I 
would love to go again! 

Trenton Gaddis “My favorite part was the one-
room schoolhouse. It was a lot of fun! I would 
like to go back at another time. I’m excited to 
go on to other adventures with my friends.” 



  

 

 “In language I’m learn-
ing how to write sentences. 
In math I’m learning to  
divide and multiply. In  
history I’m learning about 
how the British came to 
America. In Science I’m 
learning about birds.” 
-Garrett Williams 

“Throughout our whole 

school, God has 

worked tremendously 

in every one the  

students lives, especially mine. Over this past 

year my family went through a very serious 

patch involving my mom’s health. Over weeks of 

constant appointments, treatments and prayers, 

at the end of summer my mom was “better” and  

almost completely cured, Now everyday we thank 

God for being so good to us “ 

undeservingly. –Joanie Aguilar 

“We have a great opportunity to join the 
college students in chapel every Tuesday. 
Like always God speaks to all who are will-
ing to listen. With an open heart I have no-
ticed  a theme of being diligent in the little 
things. Whether that is simply making the 
bed in the morning, or actually reading the 
assigned homework, to praying before 
meals. Whatever the case God always uses 
these for His Glory, even when we don’t see 
it.” –Kenzie Cagle 

“Iglesia Bautista El 
Calvario (which is my 
home church) is in the 
process of renovating 

a building that we have recently bought, and there 
have been a few companies\businesses that have 
decided to help us. One being Sonic, who decided 
they would provide food for every major work day 
that we have. One other major one is Fox Building 
Supply, they have provided a lot of materials for a 
very good price. There are other companies and 
businesses that have, or will, help us, but these are 
the ones that stick out to me. That is how God has 
been good to our church.”—Natalie Merlo 



 

 

“When November rolls around, and 
crisp, fall weather is here it is time for 
the foodies to awake and eat. We cook 
a big meal that takes all day to prepare. 
When the cooking is done we know it is 
time to gorge, but we stop and pray and 
thank God for the day; and then we start 
to eat. When the eating is done and our 

bellies 
are full, 
we go to 
our beds 
and 
sleep.” 
 - Logan  
Yarnell 

“Christmas is one of the greatest times of the year. My Christmas 
season starts the last week of October with Hallmark Channel ’s 
“Countdown to Christmas” (it is one of my favorite traditions). In 
December we go to Indiana to see family and friends. We stay with 
my grandparents and we watch Hallmark all week. Then we come 
back to Oklahoma usually before Christmas. On Christmas Eve we 
go out to eat . Afterwards we go home, get into our comfy pajamas, 
and open our stockings while we watch Hallmark. On Christmas 
morning, we wake up and start opening our presents while we watch 
“The Christmas Story marathon (which we watch all day long). I 
love spending Christmas with my family and friends and being re-
minded of what Christmas is truly about.”—Mattie Louden 

“For Christmas this year we plan to 
have the entire family over for Christ-
mas. The most desired gift for my 
family this year involves a gift we all 
want, the Nintendo Switch. One of 
the traditions that our family enjoys 
is the pickle on the tree. Every year 
there is a pickle ornament hidden on 
the tree and the first person to find it 
is guaranteed a happy New Year. 
We also get new PJ’s every Christ-
mas Eve and sleep in them till  
Christmas morning” 
- Brayden Norris  

Christmas Traditions 

“Our typical Thanksgiving includes staying home and 
spending time with friends. For the gathering, my mom 
makes a succulent turkey with mustard and then  
proceeds to lacerate it with a knife, and puts fresh,  
pungent garlic cloves in the apertures. She then lets it 
simmer in the oven until it is juicy, warm, and tender. 
We also make light and fluffy stuffing, along with 
canned cranberry sauce and some scrumptious pies. 
Our usual pies are pumpkin and pecan. Other foods are 
mashed potatoes, sweet potato casserole with big, sugary 
marshmallows (my favorite food), and green bean  
casserole. Then we talk and fellowship with each other. 
After our friends go home, my parents and sister take a 
nap while I find something to do.”  
–Mason Starleper 


